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) THE MARK HOTEL \

After theee veans and $140 million, there are radical
tel, starting in the lobby,

where the neo-Georgian aesthetic has given way to op

changes ar this 83-vear-ol

arty black-and-white flooes, bright orange velvet arm-
chain, and design-starement furnloure
The reinwention was overseen by Jacgues Grange, who
commissioned furniture craftsmen such as Viadimir
Kagan, Martia Bonersl, and Paul Mathien to prodoce
picces foe the peblic areas, Guest rocem have castom
Izalian dressers and French sofas (in the saines) thas are casy
10 appeeciate as minimsalist decor—bet less easy to lve
with, My enals coenplaing is that everything is small and
there'’s limited space o ser things down. My room, &
“Seventy Seven King” ($1,050), had no desk, a table that
was almost overwhelmed by a sdmple room service supper
for two, and 2 chair thar beought to mind a fiest-class air-
plane seat, The bedd, hemeves, was fbudous, end the ericked-
ot closets could have swallowed my entise wandsobe,
The new Mark was developed with the residential
market i ménd==the plan was 118 hotel rooms and 42
apartinents, but sow in's 150 rocens and 10 apartment—
and my stay felt moree ke Visting 4 |‘(nl’i‘lrl¥l‘ than &
pampering hotel, Service is cxcsptionally, even vanishingly,
discreet, Stafl were respotiive, but there was none of the
comsctiong one typically encounten at botels of this price.
The restaurant by Jean-Gooeges Vangesichien wasa't
open at prow tine. | hope it's aa improvement over the
“room service by Jean- Georges,” which seemed indistin-
guishable from amy other room service—burger, club
sandwich, penne with toenato--and mesedy adequate.
There's no spa, but there is 3 busling Frédéric Felda
salon andl a gym with penonal trainers from Sitaras
Fanoss—uwhat vou'd expect at 2 place where looks and I
bels are paramount,
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| THE SURREY |

The Surrey emerged from ies 14-month, $60« million

face-1ift with a hip new Jook. Yet i remalns clegane the
buildirgg's Bemax Asts bones still sbome Thar's a tricky bal-
ancing a1, but dosigner Laueen Rottet pulled bt ofE The
grav-toned lobby sceme sedate untd you sotice the Jenmy
Holxer photos behind the fromt desk and the venate ar-
mowr by the devatoes graffitied with the word fnfamanon

Rottet brought the samne trad-mod mix 1w the 190
rooms, along with & gimdet eye for desail (wich s prinmof
ctchings discovered at Milan flea markens), Even the
srmallest rocen bas two cushy armchuin, a bag cotfee table,
and a lllf‘r'\ dosk/vanity with a l‘x;~ P IMmaror, The beds,
from Deaxiama, are divine

The Surrcy operases strictly a 2 hotel, sad juse 3 toeh
after opening, service win fricnsdly,
cificient, and sometimes gratify
ingly fawning, The flourishes are
smart, as when a mom service
waiter poured me a cup of cotfee
before setring

The spa is 1 cocoon of frve treas-

p my breakfat

ment rooms, esch with its own
shower 50 guests never Eace the
dignity of wing a locker mom
More Bvely is Bar Pleiades, whose
jazzy decor was inspired by a
Chunel handbag, Café Boalud inn'
oew—it was the site of Danicl
Boulud's first restaurant—tast has
been refreshed. My excellent din-
ner, from the oyster amuse-bouche
to the madelcines, was a reminder
that some lunsries doa't need up-
dating atall. - w¢
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